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Organization (Structure of Argument )

Essay is thoughtfully and
effectively developed

Clearly and logically leads
the reader through the
argument

Essay is adequately
developed

Sufficiently leads reader
through the argument

Essay is under developed

Reader has some difficulty
following the argument

Essay has no
organizational plan

Argument is not connected
to the question

Content (Quality of Ideas)

Interesting original ideas

Convincing supporting
details

Detailed, clear explanation

Relevant ideas

Clear and reasonable
supporting details

Sufficient explanation

Unclear or weak ideas

Some attempt at supporting
details

Explanation is vague or
lacks detail

Irrelevant or unclear ideas

No or limited supporting
details

Explanation is unclear,
irrelevant or not given

Content is not connected to
the question

Language

Is able to communicate
ideas expressively in the
language of choice.

Is able to communicate
ideas adequately in the
language of choice.

Sometimes struggles to
communicate in the
language of choice

Is unable to communicate
ideas clearly in the
language of choice.
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