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AGENDA: SDG 5-GENDER EQUALITY

Worldwide, 129 million girls are out of school now, including 32 million of primary
school age, 30 million of lower-secondary school age (UNICEF). Especially in impoverished
rural areas, the education gap between girls and boys is astounding. Gender education gaps are
rooted in factors that can be split in two categories: (1) reasons related to customs and traditions
such as religion, and (2) reasons related to the physical environment such as conflict, and a lack
of infrastructure. We can affirm that we need a lot of finances to solve this issue, and we also
need to increase the number of people working to solve this issue. Right now, both financial and

human resources are insufficient.

There are many ways to address the problems. As a solution to tradition-related causes,
we should hold seminars to raise awareness of the importance of girls' education. Many parents



still believe that education is irrelevant for girls in some areas, and those parents don’t enroll
their daughters in school. The traditional gender discrimination is deeply rooted in some regions
and it can’t be eliminated easily. We need everyone to know why gender discrimination is wrong.

As a solution to causes related to the physical environment, financial support is essential.
Poverty is the biggest contributor which can lead to various other problems such as child
marriage and child labor. Plenty of girls give up on ever attending school. Therefore, financial
support such as microcredit or scholarships are essential solutions. Also we need to collaborate
with international organizations and countries to achieve gender equality in the near future.
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Topic 2: Empowering Women and Girls in Rural Areas




Advances in Gender Equality

In rural areas, there is severe gender inequality. 70% of the world's poor are still
concentrated in rural areas and often vulnerable women and young girls are the poorest. They
have less access to land ownership and financial support. In fact, the rates of women in rural
areas engaging in self-employed agrarian wok is 55.7 percent. When they aren’t the owners of
the agricultural land, there is always the danger of losing it. Because of this, they often aren’t
willing to invest in their work tools so productivity doesn’t increase. Also the lack of women’s
access to financial support and delays in receiving their salary are also elements that decrease
productivity. If money is not available to women at a time they need it such as planting time or

harvest time, a lot of money and opportunity is lost.

To eliminate all forms of social oppression of rural women, there is a rising commitment
to gender equality on the international stage. For example, many UN organizations contribute to
a program called "Accelerating Progress Toward the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women.”
In addition, UN Women changed laws in 69 countries to empower the victims of a lack of access
to land ownership and financial support. As a result, the United Nations offered an estimated 2.5
billion people an opportunity to grow thriving businesses which lead to strong and flourishing
local economies. Recently, the G7 Partnership for Infrastructure and Investment was created to
assist middle and low-income nations to increase economic participation by women. However,
with such a large number of vulnerable women and girls concentrated in rural areas, much more
needs to be done. Those women invest 90% of the money they earn in their children to improve
their health and education even though employment opportunities are limited. Therefore, the UN
must continue to push for gender equality to end social limitations for rural women. We must

recognize these problems strongly and take action to overcome them from various aspects of aid.
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